protecting the carbonyl function afforded the keto-alcohol(3).Catalytic hydrogenolysis of 3 with 5% Pd-C/H2 in MeOH,followed by acetylation of the diol(4)with Ac2O-pyridine, afforded the substrate(5).The cyclohexanone diacetate(12)was synthesized as follows.The hydroxy ester(7)was converted to the benzyl ether(8)via benzyloxymethylation of the dianion generated by treatment with 2 eq of LDA.After protection of the hydroxy function as Infrared(IR)spectra were measured with a JASCO A-202 spectrometer.1H-NMR spectra were measured on JEOL JNM-FX-100 and GX-270 spectrometers.Mass spectra(MS)were taken on a JEOL JMS-D 300 spectrometer. Optical rotations were measured on a JASCO DIP-4 polarimeter.For column chromatography,silica gel(Merck, Kieselgel 60,70-230 mesh)was used.TLC was performed on Silica gel F254 plates(Merck).For enzymatic hydrolysis,cholinesterase from electric eel(Sigma,Type V-S)was used.All organic solvent extracts were washed with brine and dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate.
2-Benzyloxymethyl-2-ethoxycarbonylcyclopentanone(2)-Benzyl chloromethyl ether(33.7g)in ether(100ml) was added dropwise to a stirred suspension of potassium salt(31.0g)of 1 in ether(11)at room temperature.After being stirred for 2 h,the reaction mixture was diluted with brine(300ml)and extracted with ether.The etherextract. was washed,and dried,then concentrated in vacuo to leave the oily residue,which was subjected to column chromatography on silica gel(150g 
